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than her husband's. It was less intelligent, but it was younger,
warmer.
Like most Eskimo women, Kanaiok was both clever and per-
sistent, and she soon achieved a complete ascendancy over this
young, simple-minded, and violent lover. 'Why not?3 she would
urge. cDo away with Ohokto, and we'll go off to another camp
and live together. I'll sew you the handsomest clothes in the
world, and your igloo will be the one that all men will most
willingly visit.3
Ekaluk was not bright. He had no words to say what he felt.
But these things troubled his mind. More and more violently
he desired this woman for himself alone. And Kanaiok gave
Him no peace, harassed him ceaselessly; and when Ekaluk,
angered by her persistence, flew into a rage and beat her, she
would be silent for several days. Then she would begin again:
Doubtless Ekaluk was a coward; she had thought him a man.
Since this was how he was, she would say no more. As a matter
of fact, if you wanted a man, a real one, there was Ohokto;
and indeed she was lucky to be his wife.
This sort of mockery worked on Ekaluk. It was a spur in the
side of the young animal (he might have been twenty-two years
old). And this morning he had made up his mind to do the
thing as soon as he got the chance — for an Eskimo never Trill?
face to face, but always from behind. He would stab Ohokto
from behind. Already he could see himself doing it. Kanaiok
knew what was going through his mind. She had been quick to
flatter him, to cajole him this morning; and when Ohokto had
left, she, snuffing with elaborate casualness the wick of the seal-
oil lamp, had whispered a quantity of things into Ekaluk's ear.
" AH this was stirring confusedly in Ekaluk's mind as he went
forward to his sled, turned it right side up, and harnessed his
dogs. Ohokto had not been out of sight ten minutes when
Ekaluk's sled was gliding down the declivity that led to the lake.
He knew he was going to kill, but he knew not how. A mind
like his could make no plans in advance. He knew merely that
when the occasion offered itself, he, a hunter and an Eskimo,

